The Israelites said to them,

"We wish the Lord had put

us to death in Egypt. There

we sat around pots of

meat. We ate all of the food
we wanted. But you have
brought us out into this

desert. You must want this

entire community to die of

hunger."




Moses also said, "You will know that
the Lord has heard you speak against
him. He will give you meat to eat in
the evening. He'll give you all of the
bread you want in the morning. You
are speaking against the Lord."

The Lord said to Moses, "l have heard
the people of Israel talking about how
unhappy they are."

The whole community of Israel
started out from the Desert of Sin.
They traveled from place to place,

just as the Lord commanded.

They camped at Rephidim. But there
wasn't any water for the people to
drink. So they argued with Moses.
They said, "Give us water to drink."

Moses replied, "Why are you arguing
with me? Why are you putting the
Lord to the test?"
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But the people were thirsty for water
there. So they told Moses they weren't
happy with him. They said, "Why did
you bring us up out of Egypt? Did you

want us, our children and our
livestock to die of thirst?"

Then Moses cried out to the Lord. He
said, "What am | going to do with
these people?”

The Lord answered Moses. He said,
"Walk on ahead of the people. Take
some of the elders of Israel along
with you. Take in your hand the
wooden staff you used when you
struck the Nile River. Go. | will
stand there in front of you by the
rock at Mount Horeb. Hit the rock.
Then water will come out of it for
the people to drink." So Moses hit
the rock in the sight of the elders of
Israel.



