The Story of Abraham Lesson
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In the first lesson of the series, “Who was...?”, children will learn about Abraham, God’s
chosen father of his people. This in-depth series will focus on fourteen specific people in the
bible whom God used to fulfill, and implement, his plan of salvation for all of mankind.
Included in this lesson is a trivia game called, “Who Said It?” and a special mission project.
Children will be comforted to know that even Abraham wasn’t perfect but God greatly used
him and God wants to use us too!

TARGET AGES: 9 — 13 Older Elementary. You may need to simplify this lesson when
working with younger children.

CURRICULUM UNIT: This lesson is part of the Who was .... ? series on major Bible
characters.

OBJECTIVE: To guide the children toward an understanding that Abraham, the “father” of
God’s people, was greatly used by God and had a special role in the eventual birth of the
Savior.
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MAIN IDEA: Abraham wasn'’t a perfect man, but God had a very special plan for his life. God
also has a special plan for each of our lives!

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: Genesis 12:1-4 & 7, Genesis 17:1-8, Genesis 12:10-20, Genesis
16:1-5 & 15-16, Genesis 17:15-20,

MATERIAL(S): blank sheets of paper, writing utensils, greeting cards (or various craft
supplies to make greeting cards)

BONUS PRINTABLE: You can download our Abraham Coloring Pages.

Introduction (15 minutes)

OPENING PRAYER: “God, thank you for having a special plan for each of us! Help us learn
from Abraham and how to trust you even when we make mistakes or face hard
circumstances. Amen.”

ICEBREAKER REVIEW AND GAME: Say, “Today we’re going to start a new series to learn
about specific people in the bible and discover how God used them to present his plan of
salvation. We're going to play a trivia game called, ‘Who Said 1t?’ to review some important
biblical events and prepare for the new series.” Pass out the paper and writing utensils and
ask the children to number from one to ten. Then explain that you will read a quote and they
will write the name of the person they believe said it in the bible. (You may provide a list of
names on the board to help the children.)

1. “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of
ninety?” (Abraham)

2. “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Moses)

3. “Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God.” (Ruth)

4. “This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down and cut off
your head.” (David)

5. “Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” (Job)

6. “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if
Baal is God, follow him.” (Elijah)

7. “My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me,
because | was found innocent in his sight.”(Daniel)

8. “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.” (Jesus)

9. “We have left all we had to follow you!”(Peter)

10. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners — of whom | am the worst.” (Paul)
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After the game, review the answers and consider giving a prize to the child who answered
the most quotes correctly.

Lesson (15 minutes)

1. “We’re going to start by talking about Abraham — an imperfect man who God chose to
start the Jewish nation (his people).” Explain to the students that Abraham’s original
name was Abram (God changed it to Abraham later). Start by reading God’s promises
to Abram in Genesis 12:1-4 & 7. Ask, “How old was Abram when God announced his
promises (75)? What were God’s promises (to make Abram into a great nation, to
make his name great, to bless him, and to give him land)?” Then read Genesis 17:1-8
to learn why God changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Emphasize that God gave
Abraham a new name (and a new identity) because he would make him into, “a father
of many nations.”

2. Next, discuss that God’s choosing of Abraham doesn’t mean he was perfect. Read
Genesis 12:10-20 to the class. Ask, “What sin did Abraham commit in this passage
(lying/being deceptive)? Why was it such a serious sin (because it put others in harm’s
way)?” Explain that even after Abraham’s sin, God still kept his promises (Genesis
15:1-6). Continue by reading one more account of sin in Abram’s life in Genesis 16:1-5
& 15-16. Ask, “What mistakes did Abraham make in this passage (adultery)? We're
going to see, however, that God still had a special plan for Abraham’s family.”

3. Lastly, read Genesis 17:15-20. Ask, “What would happen to Isaac? What would
happen to Ishmael?” Finish by summarizing the significance of Abraham being willing
to sacrifice his only son, Isaac (Genesis 22:1-18). Help the children understand that
Abraham took obedience to the Lord very seriously, and the fact that he would be
willing to sacrifice his own son mirrors God’s loving sacrifice of Jesus. Ask, “Did God
still greatly use Abraham in spite of his mistakes (yes)? We learn from Abraham’s life
that God is willing to forgive our sins and use us! We also know that Jesus died for
everyone’s sins and that God wants us to repent and trust in Christ.” Share with the
class how to become a believer in Jesus Christ and give an opportunity for the children
to ask questions about salvation.

Mission Project — Encouragement and Birthday Cards (10 minutes)

Say, “God used Abraham, and he wants to use us too!” Research a non-profit organization
that would receive encouragement or birthday cards for their staff or for the people they
serve. Allow the children to sign (or make) cards with biblical messages and
encouragement. Comment, “This is an easy way for us to practice being God’s
representatives of love and to be obedient in sharing our faith with others.” Send or deliver
the completed cards to the chosen organization.

Conclusion (5 minutes)
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RECAP: God gave Abraham many promises and chose him to be the father of the Jewish
nation. We too are promised that God will use us if we are willing to obey and trust him.

CLOSING PRAYER: “Lord, we love you and thank you for your promises! Help us obey and
trust your will with our lives. Amen.”

For some extra ideas, don’t miss our Abraham Sunday School Lesson or this printable
storybook about Abraham.

Who was .... A Study on Bible Characters

This lesson is part of a 14 unit curriculum for older children (age 9 — 13) that introduces
major characters in the Bible.

[catlist id=2365 orderby=date order=asc]

New Sunday School Curriculum: Our Bible lessons are designed to keep the kids’
attention and show how God's Word makes a difference. Every series is flexible enough for a
wide-age group and affordable enough for small churches. Download a free Bible lesson in
pdf or view our latest Sunday School curriculum for kids.
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Look at Those Stars!

Bible Craft activities about God'’s Promise to Abraham
from Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Look at all those stars! Craft Ideas for God’s Covenant with

Abraham: It is a blessing to know that God has given us
promises and will always be faithful to keep them. In Genesis, He promised Abraham that his
descendants would outnumber the stars in the sky. These crafts recall that beautiful covenant with
star-themed elements. A “galaxy jar” uses glitter to represent starry constellations. Splatter paint
shows a fun “sky” with a unique technique. And a “constellation collage” uses a variety of stars to

celebrate the story and promises of the Lord’s love.
Bible Passage: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
More Teaching Activities on God’'s Promise:

e Watch the children’s sermon lesson and Bible craft activities for this Bible story

e Download our full God Keeps His Promises Sunday School Lesson

o See more activities and Bible lessons on God’s Promise from Sunday School Works!

e Compare another Children’s Sermon about Abraham'’s Impossible Faith

e Compare another Sunday School Lesson on God’s Promise to Abraham

e Compare another Story of Abraham for kids Bible lesson

e Compare another children’s church lesson on God'’s promise to Abraham

e Compare Covenant Promises craft activities for children’s ministry

e Download Sunday School coloring pages about God’'s Promise to Abraham and coloring

sheets about God Calling Abraham.

e Download a printable Abraham Bible story reader for kids
e Review these what the Bible says about faith as you prepare your lesson
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Craft one: “Scattered Splattered Stars”

You will need:
e Paint (white or yellow)
e Toothbrush or paintbrush
e Scissors
e Construction paper, cardstock or cardboard
e Markers or decorating materials

e Stickers, glitter, jewels, or other decorations

Procedure:

1. Decorate dark paper or cardstock with verses or

captions.

2. Use light-colored paint for the “starry spatter.” Have students dip a toothbrush or paintbrush
into the paint and gently flick it to create a paint spray against the paper. Be sure to flick the

paint AWAY from the child. This can get messy!

3. Add extra stickers, glitter, and decorations as desired. Allow paint to dry and hang in a place

for regular viewing, and to recall God's promises!
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Craft Two: “Galaxy Jar”

You will need:
e Scissors
e Construction paper or cardstock
e Glue and/or tape

e Decorative materials (markers, crayons, stickers)

e Clear plastic container or water bottle
e Oil

e Glitter

Food coloring (optional)

Procedure:

1. Decorate the jar with stickers and permanent
markers.

2. Add verses and captions (taped paper).

3. Place a small amount of oil in the jar. Add food

coloring drops if desired. Add water to almost fill the jar.
4. Add glitter to the jar. Tightly screw the lid and shake all
items together. Enjoy admiring the “galaxy jar” as a reminder

of God’s promises!
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Craft Three: “Constellation Collage”

You will need:
e Scissors
e Construction paper or cardstock
e Glue and/or tape

e Decorative materials (markers, crayons, stickers)

e String or ribbon
e Hole punch

Procedure:

1. Cut star shapes out of paper, in various
sizes, colors, and paper types.

2. Add verses and captions to paper or
cardstock.

3. Place varied types of stars on the paper.
This can include stickers, paper stars, and

drawn stars.

4. If desired, add extra star papers beneath
and around the initial collage, securing with glue, tape, or ribbon strung through the stars. Add glitter if
preferred.

5. Place words or verses on the stars, and hang to admire and appreciate God’s faithfulness.
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Bible Verses or Craft Activity Captions to Consider...
(Main Text: Genesis 15:1-15)

And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you
are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord,

and he counted it to him as righteousness. -Genesis 15:4-6
Like the stars in the sky...

God keeps His promises!

Father Abraham'’s line fulfilled God'’s covenant.

Trust in the Lord...He keeps ALL of His promises!
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is grateful

for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry.

This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). She

serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has
shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since 2014 and

now serves as our lead curriculum writer.

Every week she writes new Sunday School lessons, Bible crafts, and children’s sermons.

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola University,
she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from Concordia University,
Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She
is a long-distance runner and voracious reader. In addition to children’s curriculum, she shares her student

ministry activities and lesson ideas on YouthGroupMinistry.com

My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). | started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free resource for
anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with churches around the

world. I am building three new websites. One is called Ministry Answers to help Christians find answers in

God’s Word. The other is two are Devotional Christian and 10 Bible Verses to help you focus on personal prayer

and quite times.

Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store fund

these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are choosing your

next children’s ministry curriculum.

If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email newsletter

called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, | send the latest new
lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format to make your

lesson planning easy.

May God continue to bless your ministry!
_/ W
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